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T did my shopping four weeks before Christmas. Stocks
were clean and fresh. Salespeople were not overworked, and
there was no crowding. Everybody happy and shopping a

(By Curl Snyder, In Collier's.)
Some measure of the utter failure

of criminal Justice In this country
may be gathered from the following
fact:

A simple calculation suffices to
show that:

There are more than 100,000 mur-
derers now living In the United
States of whom more than

have never been
for their crimes.

In the last issue of Collier's I en-

deavored to show that the estimate
of 8,000 to 9,000 murders annually
In this country was under rather
than above the mark. This has
been true fcr more than 15 years.

The age of the average murderer
Is under 30, and probably not over
25. The average of life
for a person alive at 25 Is 38 years.
The majority of all murderers are

criminals, which means
that they are for the most part

syphilitic, or otherwise
diseased. A considerable part do not
outlive their crimes 10 years.

If we take 16 years as an average
for the whole number, then, at the
rate of above 8,000 murders per
year, the estimate of above 100,000
now living Is low. Not many men
kill more than one person In their
lifetime.

Now as to the failure of the law

o

Last year in New York city the
coroner reported 185 homicides; "the
grand Jury considered 119, and
there were 4b convictions one in
four.

In 10 years 1,161 murders have
been by the grand Jur-
ies probably but little more than
half of the actual number done and
there have been 382 convictions. Say
one in four or five.

In Chicago last year there were
202 murders reported; one was
banged, 15 sent to prison, 186 went
scot free. This is nearly nine out of
ten.

Yet the courts of New York and
Chicago represent a high average
far above the rest of the country.

In Texas the editor of the Journal
of the American Institute of Crim-
inal Law estimated there have been
over 2,000 murders in the last two
years. There were 1,048 indict-
ments.

In Dallas county alone there were
56 murders in one year, 23 indict-
ments, one conviction sentence, five
years.

In Harris county 57 murders; two
hanged.

In Tarrant county 40 . murders;
none hanged.

And these are fair samples. In
the state of Alabama, for the two
years of 1909-10- , 630 murder cases
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TAKE YOUR CHOICE

I put off mine until the last week. was picked
over and the salesgirls all tired out and peevish. Couldn't get
what I wanted at all. And such a jam I never saw before. It
was simply awful!" -
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were tried; 27 death sentences one
in 23. About all the hangings, of
course, were of negroes.

For the whole country 8,975 mur-
ders in 1910; in 1909, 8,103. Hanged
for murder in 1910, 94. Say one
In 90.

Is there any need to say that'
these are conditions which obtain in
no other civilized nation in the
world? That they are the result of
conditions for which we, in the Unit-
ed States, are alone to blame is pain
fully evident from a simple consid
eration.

If we step across the line into
Canada we find that the number of
murders per million of population
has there dropped
There the average is but little higher
than in England, which In turn is
only one-tent- h that of the United
States.

The suggestion, therefore, that the
atrocious conditions prevailing in this
country are those of a newly settled
countiy with a large influx of foreign
population, and so forth, is simply a
miserable pretense. Canada has a
large foreign population; it is much
newer than the United States; and
for the rest, as I pointed out in the
article in the last issue of Collier's, our
foreign-bor- n population is far more
orderly and less murderous than the
native-bor- n population.

What, then, is the trouble?
Bench and bar, the ablest judges

and jurists of the country, are prac-
tically unanimous in ascribing our fail-

ure to the conduct of the courts and
our antiquated and imbecile methods of
procedure. These have been denounc
ed by judges and jurists alike In terms
that from the pen of a layman would
be decried as incendiary. I may quote
a few:

It Is not too much to say that the
administration of criminal law in this
country Is a disgrace to our civiliza
tion and that the prevalence of crime
and fraud which here is greatly in ex-

cess of that of European countries is
due largely to the failure of the law
and Its administration to bring crim-
inals to Justice.'

This Is from the president of the
United States. It Is from one of a
long list of admirable addresses and
messages In which he has endeavored
to awaken the country to the frightful
perversion of justice which here ex-

ists.
Before the Minnesota Bar associa-

tion Justice Charles F. Amldon said:
"Our administration of the criminal

law has broken down. It is a fair
statement of the administration of the
criminal law in America that If a man
has the means to employ counsel so as
'to make a fight,' as we say. In the ma
Jority of cases he can escape punish-
ment for crime.''

Dean Lawson of the University of
Missouri:

"Crime Is triumphant for the reason
that it has become a rule of action with
our appellate courts that the penalties
consequent upon the commission of
great crime can be escaped by a crim
inal because of an unintentional com
mittal by the prosecuting attorney of
an error of procedure."

Hon. Everett P. Wheeler of the New
York bar. In a report to the American
Bar association:

"The system tinder which the law is
administered In most parts of the
country Is a hundred years behind the
age."

Curtis H. Lmdley, president of the
Bar association of San Francisco and
of the California State Bar associa-
tion:

"The law is an archaic and petrified
system of general law framed on 17th
century Ideas."

Federal Justice Emory Speer of
Georgia:

"Today it is almost impossible for

a judge who feels his nature outraged
by crime, even the most heinous, so to
conduct a trial as to avoid errors in
the construction of certain baleful
statutes which ought to be swept from
the pages of our legislation."

These-- are eminent opinions. Now
what are the facts? Twenty-fou- r years
ago the abuses here under view had
already become bo flagrant that a com
mittee was appointed by the American
Bar association to consider the mat
ter, and that committee reported that
on the average new trials were granted
in 46 per cent of all the cases brought
under review in appellate courts in
this country.

Consider for a moment what this
means. It means that out of all the
hundreds of thousands of actions, civil
and criminal, brought in the courts of
the .United States, every other one
roughly, of the cases which were ap
pealed were reversed. In other words.
a defeated attorney had merely to
make out a bill of exceptions and er-

rors and carry the case to a higher
court, and It was a nearly even chance
that the verdict or judgment of the
lower court would be upset

Supposing now, what for the rest of
it is inconceivable, that these revers
als represented a just conclusion in
each case, the meaning of these re
versals would have been that on the
average one-ha- lf of all the trials in all
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Gold Medal Flour, per sack $1.55

Ceresota Flour, per sack.. $1.55

Jersey Cream Flour, in towel
sacks, per sack $1.39

16 lbs. best Granulated Sugar
for $1.00

Juicy eating or cooking
apples, per peck 23c

Sweet Navel Oranges,
per dozen 25q
Large ripe Bananas,
per dozen ...10c
4 stalks of. fancy white
Celery for 10c
Good Eggs, per dozen...... 24c
Butter, per lb 3&zc
3 large, or 6 small cans. Van
Camp's or Pet Milk for ....25c
2 tall cans Salmon for 25c
3 cang Tomatoes, Corn, and all
kinds of beans for 25c
Japan full head Bice,
4 lbs. for ....25c
Large jars fancy Olives,
each .'. 25c
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1 packages for 15c
2 lbs. fresh Ginger Snaps, Soda,
or Oyster Crackers for. .... .15c
Assorted Cookies, these are a
bargain, 2 lbs. for ....15c
Fancy Bacon, per lb.. 15c
Finest Butterine, 2 lbs. for.. 35c
6 bars of Amber or Braig
Soap for I 25c

BRADY
Grocery Co,

700 Twelfth Street
Old phones West 443 and 869.

Delivery to any part of the city.
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Yourself and friends are most heartily weTcuie at-

tend the formal opening the new salesrooms just built

for use. A specially selected stock of pianos and

player pianos, built on artistic lines and capable of ap-

pealing to your artistic sense of tone, also a complete

assortment of the latest designs of Victor Talking Ma-

chines with the newest addition of records, open for

your inspection.
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stated that 51 per cent of the cases
appealed to the court of criminal ap
peals were reversed.

And here is a fair sample of the
cases: ; -

One Walter Hickey shot and kill-
ed Tom Dickson, near. Haskell, Tex-
as in 1903. He was tried no less
than six times. Two of the trials re-

sulted in disagreements of the jury;
in the other four, convictions were
obtained. Three times the life sen-
tence was imposed, and once a term
of imprisonment for 22 years. Each
time the court of criminal appeals re-

versed the conviction, and finally tht
prosecuting attorney gave it up as
hopeless, and said that it appeared
to be impossible to conduct a trial
in such a way as to meet the require-
ments of the reviewing court.

And here is another:
One Grantham was convicted of

burglary. The indictment charged
that the crime , was committed in a
certain house occupied by six persons
.named therein. But the evidence
disclosed the fact that this house was
occupied by only the five of the per
sons designated. Tne court of ap-

peals held that this variance between
the allegation and the proof was fat-
al, and the conviction was therefore
reversed!

Is it any wonder that under such
conditions "Texas justice" should
become a byword and that this judic--
ialial scandal should be a subject
even of party platforms, and that in
two messages to the legislature Gov
ernor Campbell should urge a sweep

Phone 987

ing reform? In one of these mes-
sages Governor Campbell said.

"The people and the press of the
state are protesting against existing
conditions and have the right to ex-

pect relief at the hands of your hon-

orable bodies. The technicalities
and high sounding, ornate, literary
nonsense now obstructing the courts,
encouraging crime, delaying civil
and criminal trials and defeating
justice, should be swept away by
some common sense legislation. With ,

this done, the bar and courts could
be reduced, Instead of Increased.
and criminals could, be more speedily
and certainly punished."

And yet the legislation demanded
by Governor Campbell failed of pas-
sage. .

This is one state. Here another:
Former Prosecuting Atorney ' 0. B.
Verner of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, In
an address before the Alabama Bar
association, said:

"I have examined about 75 murder
cases that found their way to the
supreme court. More than half of
these cases were reversed, and not a
single one of them on any matter
that went into the merits of the
case, and very few of them upon any
matter that could have influenced the
Jury in reaching a verdict."

Consider now a few of the causes
upon which appeals have been grant-
ed. . .

In South Carolina an Indictment
(Cont'nuod on Page Eleven.)
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Beauty Shop
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Sale on Switches
All day Saturday, while they last, selling out the

present stock of switches at cost, also puffs and curls.
Massage creams, hair tonics and hair dye.

Doll wigs for sale. v

. Masquerade wigs for rent.

Hair dressing, shampooing, manicuring, facial mas-

sage, scalp treatments,' hair dyeing, etc.

Satisfactory work guaranteed to alL

Evening hours by appointment.


